
VENTURA PORT DISTRICT  
 

 

BOARD OF PORT COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES OF JUNE 17, 2020 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The Ventura Board of Port Commissioners Regular Closed Session 
Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Brian Brennan at 5:32PM at the Ventura Port 
District Administration Office, 1603 Anchors Way Drive, Ventura, CA 93001 and via Zoom 
meeting. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Commissioners Present:  
Chris Stephens, Chairman via Teleconference 
Brian Brennan, Vice Chairman 
Jackie Gardina, Secretary via Teleconference 
Everard Ashworth via Teleconference  
Michael Blumenberg via Teleconference 
  
Commissioners Absent:  
None. 
 
Port District Staff: 
Brian Pendleton, General Manager 
Todd Mitchell, Business Operations Manager 
Jessica Rauch, Clerk of the Board  
 
Legal Counsel:  
Andy Turner via Teleconference 
Elsa Sham via Teleconference 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: Sam Sadove, owner of Ventura Harbor Marine Associates, LLC., 
commented that Items 1(b) and in part 1(a) as presented violate the Brown Act. The way they are 
worded is confusing and the public would have no way of knowing what these items refer to since 
there is never a “reportable action.” 
 
CONVENED TO CLOSED SESSION AT 5:39PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Closed Session was adjourned at 6:48PM. 
 

 
OPEN SESSION 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA: 
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CALL TO ORDER:  
The Ventura Board of Port Commissioners Regular Open Session Meeting was called to order 
by Vice Chairman Brian Brennan at 7:00PM at the Ventura Port District Administration Office, 
1603 Anchors Way Drive, Ventura, CA 93001 and via Zoom Meeting. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By Vice Chairman Brennan.  
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
Commissioners Present:  
Chris Stephens, Chairman via teleconference 
Brian Brennan, Vice Chairman 
Jackie Gardina, Secretary via teleconference 
Everard Ashworth via teleconference 
Michael Blumenberg via teleconference 
  
Commissioners Absent:  
None.  
 
Port District Staff: 
Brian Pendleton, General Manager 
Todd Mitchell, Business Operations Manager 
Jessica Rauch, Clerk of the Board  
Gloria Adkins, Accounting Manager 
Jennifer Talt Lundin, Marketing Manager  
John Higgins, Harbormaster via teleconference 
Joe Gonzalez, Facilities Manager via teleconference 
Richard Parsons, Project Manager via teleconference  
Dave Werneburg, Marina Manager via teleconference  
Ruby Emery, Marketing and Events Coordinator via teleconference 
Susan Bogue, Film/Event Liaison via teleconference  
 
Legal Counsel:  
Andy Turner via teleconference 
Elsa Sham via teleconference 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Blumenberg moved, seconded by Commissioner Brennan, 

and carried by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the June 17, 2020 agenda, moving Item 
5 to be heard third on the agenda.  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes of the June 3, 2020 Regular Meeting were considered as follows: 
 
ACTION: Commissioner Gardina moved, seconded by Commissioner Stephens, and 

carried by a vote of 5-0 to approve the June 3, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes.  
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PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: Jean Getchell had several questions and concerns about the 
CalMatters article about the Ventura Shellfish Enterprise Project and asked her comments be 
included in the minutes (attachment 1).  
 
Sam Sadove, owner of Ventura Harbor Marine Associates, LLC., asked if the staff and the Board 
were intending to extend the rent abatement and deferment program. If so, he asked that notice 
be given to the tenants no later than June 24th. He also reported that significant damage was done 
by a boater to his haul-out dock, putting it out of service for two days. Thirdly, he recently learned 
that the Army Corps terminated the application regarding the Shellfish project back in February. 
There was no reporting to the public on this and stated it would be best if this item was not limited 
to closed session.  
 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT: Mr. Turner stated that the Board met in closed session; discussed 
and reviewed all items on the closed session agenda. On Item 1, the Board gave direction to staff 
as to the Rent Abatement Program. As to Items 2 and 3, the Board received a report from staff 
and Counsel and gave direction as how to proceed.  No action was taken that is reportable under 
The Brown Act.  
 
BOARD COMMUNICATIONS: Commissioner Blumenberg got an impromptu tour of Just 4 
Dreamers and it was great to see the business recovering well.  
 
STAFF AND GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS: None.  
 
LEGAL COUNSEL REPORT: None.  
 
STANDARD AGENDA:  
 
1) Approval of Proposed Addition to the Ventura Port District Procurement and Purchasing 

Policy  
Recommended Action:  Roll Call Vote.  
That the Board approve the proposed addition to the Ventura Port District Procurement and 
Purchasing Policy for use in situations where Federal funding is provided. 
 
Report by Legal Counsel, Andy Turner.  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Stephens moved, seconded by Commissioner Gardina and 

carried by a vote of 5-0 to approve the proposed addition to the Ventura Port 
District Procurement and Purchasing Policy for use in situations where 
Federal funding is provided. 

 
2) Appointment of New Audit Liaison 
Recommended Action:  Roll Call Vote.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners appoint an audit liaison to work with staff and White Nelson 
Diehl Evans LLP throughout the FY2019-2020 financial audit process.  
 
Report by Accounting Manager, Gloria Adkins.  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Stephens moved, seconded by Commissioner Brennan and 

carried by a vote of 5-0 to appoint Michael Blumenberg as audit liaison to 



Ventura Port District Board of Port Commissioners  
June 17, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes – APPROVED JULY 1, 2020 
Page 4 

 
work with staff and White Nelson Diehl Evans LLP throughout the FY2019-
2020 financial audit process. 

 
3) Approval of the FY2020-2021 Harbor Village Leasing Strategy 
Recommended Action:  Roll Call Vote.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners approve the FY2020-2021 Harbor Village Leasing 
Strategy. 
 
Report by Business Operations Manager, Todd Mitchell.   
 
ACTION: Commissioner Blumenberg moved, seconded by Commissioner Brennan 

and carried by a vote of 5-0 to approve the FY2020-2021 Harbor Village 
Leasing Strategy. 

4) Approval of the FY2020-2021 Harbor Village Marketing Strategy – Recovery and 
Visitation Plan 

Recommended Action:  Roll Call Vote.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners approve the FY2020-2021 Harbor Village Marketing 
Strategy – Recovery and Visitation Plan. 
 
Report by Marketing Manager, Jennifer Talt Lundin and Marketing and Events Coordinator, Ruby 
Emery. 
 
ACTION: Commissioner Stephens moved, seconded by Commissioner Gardina and 

carried by a vote of 5-0 to approve the FY2020-2021 Harbor Village Marketing 
Strategy – Recovery and Visitation Plan. 

 
5) Approval of the FY2020-2021 Preliminary Budget and Five-Year Capital Improvement 

Plan 
Recommended Action:  Roll Call Vote.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners review, discuss and approve the Fiscal Year 2020–2021 
Ventura Port District Preliminary Budget and Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan.  
 
This item was moved to be heard third on the agenda.  
 
Report by General Manager, Brian Pendleton, Business Operations Manager, Todd Mitchell and 
Accounting Manager, Gloria Adkins. 
 
Public Comment: Sam Sadove, owner of Ventura Harbor Marine Associates, LLC., stated that 
the projection of only a 5% decrease in revenues is optimistic. He also thinks the planning on 
deferment of various capital projects is prudent with some exceptions. He agrees with 
Commissioner Gardina that some prudent expenditures would be warranted to help maintain or 
increase business activity. He suggests reinstating the signage program and look at eliminating 
or reducing marketing consultants. Mike Lebecki is opposed to the idea of paid parking at Harbor 
Village and the beaches.  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Blumenberg moved, seconded by Commissioner Ashworth 

and carried by a vote of 5-0 to approve the Fiscal Year 2020–2021 Ventura 
Port District Preliminary Budget and Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan. 
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6) Ventura Port District Operations Update as it Relates to COVID-19 
Recommended Action:  Informational.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners receive an update on:  

a) The COVID-19 Ventura Harbor Rental Abatement and Deferment Program; and 
b) Status of Ventura Port District operations. 

 
Report by General Manager, Brian Pendleton.  
 
ACTION:  The Board of Port Commissioners received an update on the COVID-19 

Ventura Harbor Rental Abatement and Deferment Program and status of 
Ventura Port District operations. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 10:28PM.  
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, July 1, 2020. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 

60 SOUTH CALIFORNIA STREET, SUITE 201 
VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 93001-2598 

January 15, 2020 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Resolution to Continue Processing Permit Application 
 
 
Brian Pendleton 
Ventura Port District 
Ventura, California  93001  
 
Dear Mr. Pendleton: 
 

This letter concerns your Department of the Army Permit application (Corps File No. SPL-
2017-00093-BLR) which proposes to construct a 2,000 acre aquaculture facility in navigable 
waters outside state boundaries (in Federal waters) in association with the Ventura Shellfish 
Enterprise Project.  The project would be located offshore from the Ventura Harbor, near the city 
and county of Ventura, CA (latitude: 34.241891, longitude: -119.292983).   

 
In response to our 30 day public notice (dated August 27, 2019) the Corps received a letter 

from the Ventura County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) dated September 16, 
2019.  You provided a response to all the substantive public notice comment letters on 
November 15, 2019.  Within the combined response you included a general response (response 
B2-1) as well as a separate letter addressing LAFCO’s concerns from your special counsel 
(DeeAnne Gillick, letter dated November 15, 2019).  The Corps Regulatory Division Chief 
(David Castanon), the Ventura team lead (Antal Szijj) and the senior project manager (Theresa 
Stevens) also met with you, your special counsel (Robert Smith), and your consultant (Laurie 
Monarres) on November 19, 2019 to discuss the proposed project, remaining issues, and a 
potential path forward.  Prior to this meeting, Dr. Stevens had discussed concerns about issues 
raised by LAFCO with Ms. Monarres, and stated that review of the matter by Corps Office of 
Counsel would be requested.  Also prior to this meeting, Mr. Smith conducted a phone 
conference with Corps Staff Counsel (Tiffany Troxel) on October 28, 2019.  During this phone 
conference it was acknowledged that resolution of this matter via the state legislature or state 
Attorney General may be required.     

 
In response to our public notice, the Corps also received a letter from the U.S. Coast Guard 

(USCG) dated November 1, 2019, which requested that a navigational risk assessment be 
completed prior to the Corps final action on the project.  Due to the Corps statutory authority 
under section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (33 U.S.C. 403) to evaluate impacts on 
navigation associated with structures and work in navigable waters and the recognized expertise 
of the USCG on navigation issues, the Corps needs at least a draft navigational risk assessment 
to be completed and submitted to the U.S. Coast Guard. Without this important information 
documenting the potential impacts to navigation, we cannot complete our required public interest 
evaluation.  Because navigation is central to our review of your application, it would not be a 
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good use of our limited staff resources to continue processing your application without at least a 
draft of the navigational risk assessment. 

 
Although you have provided to us the letters, legal opinions and legal citations regarding the 

claims made by LAFCO, it remains unclear whether the Ventura Port District has the authority 
under state law to construct permanent structures in navigable waters outside state boundaries as 
would be required for the proposed Ventura Shellfish Enterprise project. 

 
Therefore, I have made a preliminary determination that in order to continue processing your 

permit application, the above draft navigational risk assessment and documented resolution of 
your dispute with LAFCO must be provided.  Documentation from LAFCO, the LAFCO Board 
or a higher level state entity that the dispute has been resolved would be sufficient for the Corps 
to continue processing your application.     

 
The Corps respectfully requests resolution of these matters in the next 30 days.  If the 

requested information cannot be submitted within 30 days, the Corps will withdraw your permit 
application.  When you do provide the requested information, the Corps will resume review of 
your previously submitted permit application.       

 
If you have any questions, you may contact me at (805) 585-2148 or 

aaron.o.allen@usace.army.mil or Theresa Stevens, Ph.D. at (805) 585-2146 or via e-mail at 
theresa.stevens@usace.army.mil.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Aaron O. Allen, Ph.D. 
Chief, North Coast Branch 
Regulatory Division 

 
Cc: Kai Luoma, Executive Director, Ventura County Local Agency Formation Commission 
       Lieutenant Commander Isaac Mahar, U.S. Coast Guard District 11 Waterways Management, 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 

ALLEN.AARON.
O.1232270795

Digitally signed by 
ALLEN.AARON.O.1232270795 
Date: 2020.01.15 07:44:28 
-08'00'
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 

60 SOUTH CALIFORNIA STREET, SUITE 201 
VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 93001-2598 

February 18, 2020 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Withdrawal of Permit Application 
 
 
Brian Pendleton 
Ventura Port District 
Ventura, California  93001  
 
Dear Mr. Pendleton: 
 
 I am responding to your application (File No. SPL-2017-00093) for a Department of the 
Army permit to install structures or conduct work in, over, under or affecting navigable waters of 
the U.S., in association with the Ventura Shellfish Enterprise project in the Pacific Ocean near 
the city of Ventura, Ventura County, California. 
 
 Our files indicate you have not provided the additional information we requested in our letter 
dated January 15, 2020 to continue processing your application.  Therefore, your application is 
considered withdrawn.  If you wish to re-establish evaluation of your project, please submit the 
items described in our January 15, 2020 letter. 
 

Thank you for participating in our Regulatory Program.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Theresa Stevens, Ph.D.  at (805) 585-2146 or via e-mail at 
theresa.stevens@usace.army.mil. Please help me to evaluate and improve the regulatory 
experience for others by completing the customer survey form at 
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Aaron O. Allen, Ph.D. 
Chief, North Coast Branch 
Regulatory Division 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ALLEN.AARON.
O.1232270795

Digitally signed by 
ALLEN.AARON.O.1232270
795 
Date: 2020.02.13 11:33:19 
-08'00'
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