
Portside Ventura Harbor 
Breaks Ground

The Ventura Port District Board of Port Commissioners

has given a green light to the fi rst new major 

development at Ventura Harbor in three decades, 

approving an exciting plan to build waterfront 

apartments, commercial space, a waterfront park and a 

marina, among other great amenities for public use.

On Dec. 7, 2016 , ground was broken on the 26-acre 

Portside Ventura Harbor mixed-use project. Portside 

Ventura Harbor is projected to take three years to 

build and the fi rst apartment units are anticipated to 

be available a year and a half into construction, said 

developer Michael Sondermann.

Portside Ventura Harbor is expected to be a catalyst 

for the Harbor and the city as it will bring attractive, 

new recreation and open-space amenities to the public, 

support existing Harbor businesses and boost tax 

revenue. 

Plans call for 300 residential housing units including 

270 apartments and 30 live/work spaces; 21,200 square feet 

of commercial and retail space on the ground fl oor; a new 

recreational marina with 104 boat slips; new waterfront rental 

housing opportunities; increased revenues for existing Port 

District businesses, stores and restaurants at Harbor Village; 

and plenty of parking. 

Benefi ts to the community include: 

u Expanded marina facilities at Ventura Harbor

u Greater recreational opportunities for residents and

visitors

u A new water taxi service connecting Portside Ventura

Harbor, Harbor Village and other destinations in the

Harbor

u Two-acre public waterfront park

u 50-foot wide waterfront public-access promenade

u Public dock for personal watercraft/kayak/paddle

boards

“This will create a tremendous synergy in the Harbor 

area,” said Port District Board Chairman Jim Friedman, a 

former Ventura city councilmember and mayor. “For me it’s 

particularly rewarding and exciting because I was on the 

City Council when the project was fi rst brought to the city. 

This project has come full circle. The same can be said for 

Commissioner Brian Brennan, who was on the council with 

me in 2000 and is now on the Port District Board.” 

Friedman continued: “This type of housing is unique in 

Ventura. It will be higher-end apartments with unbelievable 

Harbor and ocean views. It’s going to create its own little 

economy in that you now have several hundred people living 

there, close to services.” And, he added, “the city can always 

use more park space. The unique location of this project 

makes whatever you put there very desirable. You are literally 

surrounded by water.”

The cost for Portside Ventura Harbor will be almost 

$93 million, Sondermann said. “I’m very excited to fi nally 

commence construction and deliver on the commitment we 

made to bring this long overdue project to the community, the 

city and the Port District,” he said. “This will add a lot of new 

energy to Ventura Harbor.” 

The Ventura Port District commissioners voted for 

unanimous approval at their board meeting on Oct. 5. 

The development, initially called the Sondermann-Ring 

project, was fi rst proposed to the Port District in 2000 and an 

agreement was negotiated in 2002, but the project had to go 

through a lengthy and complicated approval process involving 

multiple public agencies, including the California Coastal 

Commission. 

Oscar Peña, General Manager of the Ventura Port District, 

said income from Portside Ventura Harbor ensures long-term 

economic viability for the Port District and will allow the 

District to continue offering exceptional public service.



Former Ventura Mayor 
Brian Brennan Joins 

Ventura Port District Board

Former Ventura Mayor 

Brian Brennan is 

the newest member 

of the Ventura Port 

District Board of 

Commissioners and 

is a welcome addition 

to the team! Brennan 

served as a Ventura City 

Councilman from 1998 

to 2013 and mayor from 

2003 to 2005.

Born and raised 

in Galway, Ireland, Brennan became a United 

States citizen in 1966 and is an advocate for the 

environment, sustainable communities and social 

justice. A professional restaurateur for over 25 years, 

he has opened and operated restaurants in coastal 

California, Hawaii, Florida and the Virgin Islands. 

While serving as chairman of the Ventura Visitors 

and Convention Bureau, Brennan was one of the 

founding members of the Ventura County chapter of the 

Surfrider Foundation. He is an avid sailor and surfer. 

Brennan has been on the forefront of coastal and 

wetland protection policy locally, regionally and 

statewide for all of his adult life, which culminated in 

an appointment by Gov. Jerry Brown to the California 

Coastal Commission in 2011. Brennan presently serves as 

executive director of BEACON, a California Joint Powers 

Agency that advocates for adaptive living shorelines 

and coastal resiliency in the face of rising sea levels. Its 

members include Ventura and Santa Barbara counties 

as well as the cities of Ventura, Oxnard, Port Hueneme, 

Santa Barbara, Goleta and Carpinteria.

Parade of Lights Celebrates 
and Honors National Parks

Ventura’s beautiful annual boat parade and fi reworks 

show sails our way on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 16 

and 17, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The theme of the 40th an-

nual Ventura Harbor Holiday Parade of Lights & Fire-

works Show is “Parks on Parade: Celebrating 100 Years 

of our National Parks.” 

Visit the Ventura Harbor and enjoy festive dining 

seaside while watching the colorful and decorated boats 

go by. Come earlier to Harbor Village on Saturday for a 

day of family fun at the Winter Wonderland & Holiday 

Marketplace, held from 1 to 5 p.m. in the Village, fea-

turing Santa and Mrs. Claus, reindeer, carolers, artisans 

and faux snow.

Fireworks are both Friday and Saturday and begin 

at approximately 8 p.m. Guests are invited to dine at 

Harbor restaurants, shop for holiday gifts at the Harbor 

Village boutiques, and enjoy the outdoor carnival for 

kids on the Village Main Lawn. Parking and admission 

are free.

Photo by Dan Harding

Shop Seaside Boutiques for Shop Seaside Boutiques for 
 Coastal Holiday Gifts Coastal Holiday Gifts
Shop Seaside Boutiques for Shop Seaside Boutiques for 
 Coastal Holiday Gifts Coastal Holiday GiftsK Barefoot Boutique 
K Beach Break Surf Shop 
K Casa de Regalos 
K Channel Islands National Park   
 Visitor Center 
K Hats Unlimited / Shades Shack 
K Harbor Village Gallery & Gifts 
K Island Creations Boutique
K Island Packers Gift Shop 
K Lost In Socks 

K Mermaid Gallery 
K Silhouettes by the Beach Salon
K The December Store & More 
K Treasure Cove 
K Ventura County Potters’ Guild 
K Ventura Dive & Sport 
K Ventura Swimwear
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Tall Ships Sail Into Ventura Harbor Jan. 24 - Feb. 14
The tall ships Lady Washington and 

Hawaiian Chieftain sail back to 
Ventura County in early 2017 for public 
tours, sailing excursions and cannon 
battles. Both of these unusual and historic 
ships are scheduled to dock at Ventura 
Harbor from Jan. 24 to Feb. 14, 2017.

History buffs, sailors, curious 
children and families will enjoy a terrifi c 
history lesson from visiting these ships. 

To keep Ventura Harbor 

open and safe for boaters, 

the annual Harbor dredging in 2017 is expected to get 

underway in February and March. The Ventura Port 

District expects to receive about $4.3 million in federal 

funds for the 2017 dredging effort, which should remove 

about 500,000 cubic yards of material, said Dredging 

Program Manager Richard Parsons. This would clear the 

Harbor entrance and most of the sand trap, he said. The 

Harbor remains open while dredging is underway.

New Docks, Amenities & 
Improvements Planned for 

Ventura Isle Marina
Safe Harbor Marinas, the new owners of Ventura Isle 

Marina located off Spinnaker Drive, is planning a major 
renovation project for boaters and the public. With the 
new management, Safe Harbor Marinas will once again 
upgrade Ventura Isle by replacing half of the 572 docks 
that are in need with new docks, planting new attractive 
landscaping and bringing in other desired amenities such 
as Wi-Fi. 

“We want people to get out and enjoy the area. We’re 
happy to be doing the updating. We feel very strongly 
about being part of the community,” said Marina 
Operations Manager Kate Pearson.

Safe Harbor Marinas is the largest owner and operator 
of marinas in North America, with 36 properties in 14 
states. Safe Harbor Marinas has operated more than 50 
marinas over 30 years and is dedicated to providing the 
highest standards of quality and customer service for all of 
its marinas. The improvements planned for Ventura Isle 
Marina are sure to attract new boaters to this marina at 
Ventura Harbor.

Ventura Isle Marina plans to remove the old exterior 

fence and replace it with new landscaping; add new gate 

houses with a state-of-the-art access system; add security 

cameras; add new dock carts; plant new landscaping 

with low-water plants; and install new and modern LED 

lighting to make the marina more attractive for walking 

along the promenade between the waterfront hotels and 

Harbor Village amenities. In addition, tenants and visitors 

will enjoy Wi-Fi, new picnic tables, new game areas on 

the lawns, renovated restrooms 

and repaved parking lots. All 

facilities will be updated if 

needed to meet disability 

accommodation laws.  
Permits and approval 

from the agencies involved, 
including the California 
Coastal Commission, are 
pending. Hopefully work will start within the next 
year, Pearson said.

Located at 1363 Spinnaker Drive, Ventura Isle Marina 
offers private parking, laundry, restroom facilities 
with showers and on-site management, and is located 
conveniently close to the Downtown-Harbor Trolley. 
Tenants and guests also enjoy annual swap meets, 
educational seminars, picnics and group sailing excursions. 

For more information, visit Safe Harbor Marinas at 
www.shmarinas.com. Visit www.venturaisle.com or call 
805-644-5858.

The tall ships will be docked at Ventura Harbor Village for 
daily dockside tours as well as weekend Battle and Adventure 
Sails. The dockside tours are like open houses. Guests can 
explore the ships at their own pace while crew members in 
period clothing answer questions and tell visitors more about 
the vessels and living aboard. 

The Grays Harbor Historical Seaport Authority in 

Aberdeen, Washington, operates the ships. Visit 

www.historicalseaport.org. For ticket information and details, 

visit www.venturaharborvillage.com.Photo by Peter Zuelke
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4Spend the Holidays Seaside

Connect With Us! #venturaharbor

www.VenturaHarborVillage.com

Toys for Tots 2016 — Drop-Off Location, 
Silhouettes by the Beach Salon in Harbor Village

Nov. 29-Dec. 10 (closed Sundays and Mondays) 

“California Sleigh Rides” 
Dec. 9-15 and Dec. 18-31, 2016. Departs at 5:45 

p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Take a “One-Horse Open Sleigh California-style 

Ride” through the Ventura Harbor and Ventura Keys 
with Ventura Boat Rentals. Enjoy dazzling holiday lights 
refl ecting on the water and decorated homes in the 
Ventura Harbor and Ventura Keys neighborhood.

California Caroling Cruises in Ventura
Dec. 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 23, 2016; 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Sing with family and friends on a one-hour Caroling 

Cruise with Island Packers.

European Christmas Market
Saturdays and Sundays, Dec. 3 and 4, 10 and 11 

and 17 and 18, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
1559 Courtyard transforms into a 

replica European Christmas market 
featuring artisans from The December 
Store & More, Harbor Village Gallery 
& Gifts, Mermaid Gallery, Ventura 
County Potters’ Guild and the Village 
Carousel & Arcade Candy Shop.

40th Annual Ventura Harbor Holiday 
Parade of Lights & Fireworks

Friday and Saturday, Dec. 16 and 
17, 2016; 6:30 p.m. 

The theme for the 40th annual 
Holiday Parade of Lights & Fireworks 
event is “Parks on Parade,” 
commemorating the National Park 
Service’s Centennial. 

Winter Wonderland & 
Holiday Marketplace 

Saturday, Dec. 17, 2016; 
1-5 p.m. at Ventura Harbor Village

Wander through a festive holiday village at the Winter 
Wonderland & Holiday Marketplace. Festivities include 

faux snowfall every 15 minutes, visits with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, live reindeer, carnival rides, artisan market and 
Dickenson carolers. 

Hanukkah Festival
Monday, Dec. 26, 2016; 2-4:30 p.m. at Ventura 

Harbor Village Main Lawn
Celebrate Hanukkah with live music, Judaica 

boutiques, hot latkes and more at this 
free festival open to everyone. Presented 
by Chabad of Oxnard. 

Pacifi c Gray Whale Watching
Dec. 26, 2016, through mid-April 

2017 at Ventura Harbor
Island Packers offers whale-

watching excursions.

Epiphany Celebration & Blessing of the 
Waters Ceremony

Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017; noon 
at the dock in front of The Greek 
Mediterranean Steak & Seafood

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 
Church in Camarillo invites the public 
to gather dockside. Call 805-482-1273 
or visit www.SaintDem.org for your 
boat to be blessed in Ventura Harbor 

after the celebration.
 

Tall Ships Hawaiian Chieftain and Lady Washington
Jan. 24-Feb. 14, 2017; 

Ventura Harbor/Ventura Harbor Village
Tall ships arrive for their annual visit to Ventura 

Harbor this winter. Dockside tours and adventure sails.


