
Continued on page 3 

Ventura Harbor Upgrades 
Lower Water & Energy Use
With new landscaping, pretty LED lighting and a host of 

other environmentally friendly enhancements, Ventura 
Harbor and Harbor Village underwent an eco-friendly facelift 
in 2014. 

The improvements not only add beauty to the Harbor 
and Harbor Village but are saving energy and water too. The 
Ventura Port District funded the effort to make the Harbor a 
prettier place for the public, boaters and people who work at 
the Harbor. Another important goal was to cut back on water 
and energy use.

One of the biggest improvements is new landscaping 
throughout the Harbor and Harbor Village. Scores of diseased 
trees were removed and replaced with new drought-tolerant 
and coastal-friendly plants and trees. Succulents, palms and 
plants native to the coast and Channel Islands have been 
planted, and several planters were fi lled with colored mulch 
made from recycled tires. 

“We created water riverbeds with the blue recycled tires 
in some of the beds. It keeps the soil moist and we’ve been 
able to cut down on our watering quite a bit,” said Ventura 
Port District Property Manager Robin Baer.

In the area near Island Packers, where visitors board 
boats for trips to the Channel Islands, Baer and Harbor 
offi cials worked with the National Park Service to make sure 
that new plants installed in that area would not endanger the 

Parade of Lights Sails into 
Ventura Harbor Dec. 12-13
Nobody celebrates 

the holiday sea-
son in Southern Cali-
fornia with as much 
beauty and fun as 
Ventura Harbor and 
the local boating 
community!

Ventura’s beau-
tiful boat parade 
and fi reworks show sails our 
way on Friday, Dec. 12 and Saturday, Dec. 13. The Parade 
of Lights is a premiere holiday event in Ventura that is 
highly anticipated by boaters, visitors and residents alike. 
Dozens of boats will dress up for the 2014 theme, “Holidays 
Across the World.” Enjoy the fi reworks show over the Har-
bor after the parade, at 8 p.m. both nights.

Guests are invited to dine at Harbor restaurants, shop 
for holiday gifts at the Harbor Village boutiques and enjoy 
the rides at the outdoor carnival on the Village Main Lawn. 
Pack up the kids and head on down to enjoy the parade, 
fi reworks and the Winter Wonderland & Holiday Market-
place. See sponsor information on page 3.

New Port District Website: 
venturaharbor.com

Everything from Port District news and business to 
information for boaters, tourists and residents, includ-

ing trips to the Channel Islands and a live web cam of the 
Harbor entrance, can be found all in one place - 
www.venturaharbor.com.

The website contains news about happenings at the 
Ventura Harbor and Harbor Village, boat yards, marinas, 
boating regulations, and local weather and wind updates. 
The site also offers the opportunity to sign up for the 
Ventura Harbor E-newsletter giving you updates on local 
events, offers and entertainment twice per month.

Please visit Ventura Harbor on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for daily photos and updates.
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Ventura Yacht Club Builds 
New Docks, Hosts Major 
Boating Events in 2015

The Ventura Yacht Club (VYC) at Ventura Harbor contin-
ues to make capital improvements at its facilities and 

draw large boating events to Ventura Harbor.
Last fall, the club demolished four older boat docks and 

replaced them with two 60-foot slips and fi ve 42-foot 
concrete docks, bringing the total of slips at VYC to 99. 

VYC, which last year celebrated its 75th anniversary at 
the Ventura Harbor, also announces it  will host two big boat 
races in the summer of 2015 at Ventura Harbor.

The board of directors of the United States Optimist 
Dinghy Association (USODA) has accepted VYC’s proposal 
to host the 2015 USODA West Coast Championship (Regatta) 
Aug. 8-9, 2015. The Optimist is one of the most popular 
sailing dinghies in the world and this event will draw about 
150 sailors and their families to Ventura Harbor. The public 
is welcome to come out and watch the races, some of which 
will be sailed inside the Ventura Harbor. 

In addition, VYC will co-host the North American 
Invitational (NAI), a precision navigation powerboat contest 
held each fall between some of the best log racers in the 
United States and Canada. The event will be from 
Sept. 9-12, 2015, in the Santa Barbara Channel. 

Ventura Yacht Club Commodore Don Roy said the club 
remains committed to the Ventura Harbor community. 

“Hosting the NAI Log Race and the West Coast 
Championships not only provides our Ventura racers the 
opportunity to compete in top-level regattas but it allows 
all the participants to experience our perfect sailing condi-
tions and enjoy all the wonderful amenities available in our 
quaint harbor,” Roy said.

The Ventura Yacht Club has been a major supporter of 
the Ventura Port District and Ventura Harbor. “The part-
nership between the Ventura Port District and the Ventura 
Yacht Club spans more than 60 years and has been vital to 
the Port District’s continuing success,” said Ventura Port 
District Harbormaster Scott Miller. 

To learn more about Ventura Harbor’s boater commu-
nity, marinas, yacht clubs, resources and annual events, 
please visit the new www.venturaharbor.com website.

Junior Rangers Learn 
About National Park

The Channel Islands National Park’s Junior Rangers 
Program is a great way for kids to learn about the islands, 

the ocean, the Chumash native people and a host of other 
interesting topics, right here at Ventura Harbor.

The Junior Rangers Program is a nationwide program of 
the National Park Service, with many national parks 
offering fun and interesting lesson plans about their park and 
local natural resources. There are also themed programs like 
Underwater Explorers that focus on specifi c topics including 
paleontology, astronomy and the wilderness. In addition, kids 
can visit national parks virtually by participating online via 
the Web Rangers Program at www.nps.gov/webrangers. 

“Here at the Channel Islands National Park, we like 
children to learn more about the natural and cultural resourc-
es in this park and why they are protected, and we encourage 
children to become stewards of the national parks,” said Carol 
Peterson, education coordinator for the Channel Islands 
National Park.

Children can take an excursion to the islands with Island 
Packers or just learn about the islands and many other local 
wonders at the Robert J. Lagomarsino Visitor Center at Ven-
tura Harbor. Plenty of local school kids, Boy Scout troops, and 
out-of-town visitors to Ventura have worked on their badges at 
the visitor center or by traveling to the Channel Islands. 

Those who visit the Visitor Center learn about the area’s 
natural and cultural history, the Chumash, the islands’ ranch-
ing history, ocean resources, paleontology and the mammoth 
on display. They see the native plant garden, meet and 
interview a park ranger, and learn about protecting the Chan-
nel Islands. Kids can also participate in the Junior Ranger 
Underwater Explorers program and take a virtual dive in the 
kelp forest via Channel Islands Live.

This year, Tigran Nahabedian, a 9-year-old from Ojai, was 
sworn in as the park’s fi rst Junior Ranger Underwater Ex-
plorer. Tigran added this distinction to his collection of junior 
ranger badges from 27 national parks. 

“Channel Islands National Park is still my favorite since it 
has so many seabirds and great snorkeling,” he said. 

Learn more at http://www.nps.gov/chis. 
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Harbor Cove Beach Boasts 
New Sand Volleyball Courts

Ventura Harbor Upgrades
Continued from page 1

Ventura Harbor now has beach volleyball courts!
The Ventura Port District has wanted to bring beach 

volleyball courts to the Harbor for some time, and this 
year the Port District found a generous partner - Jack 
Richards, a local volleyball coach and the owner of the 
Rincon Volleyball Club, an all-girls volleyball club. 

Richards installed two public courts for men and two 
for women on the sand at Harbor Cove Beach at the end 
of Spinnaker Drive. The cost, paid for by Richards and 
the Rincon Volleyball Club, came to a little over $8,000, 
Richards said.  

“Beach volleyball is becoming very, very popular. Girls 
are getting scholarships at major colleges now for sand 
volleyball for the fi rst time and high schools are starting 
to get beach teams. It’s great to have more beach sports,” 
explained Richards, who runs volleyball camps and 
tournaments in the summer. 

When the beach courts are not being used  for training 
time or a tournament, the public is welcome to use them 
at no charge, he said.

Parking at Harbor Cove Beach is free. Facilities 
include restrooms and outdoor showers, and Harbor Cove 
Café is located across the street.
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Visit the Tall Ships 
Jan. 13 - Feb. 5, 2015

The tall ships Lady Washington and Hawaiian Chieftain sail 
back to Ventura County in early 2015 for public tours, 

sailing excursions and cannon battles. Both ships are sched-
uled to dock at Ventura Harbor from Jan. 13 to Feb. 5 with 
tours beginning Jan. 14.

History buffs, sailors, curious children and families will 
enjoy a terrifi c history lesson from the visiting ships. The 
tall ships will be docked at Ventura Harbor Village for daily 
dockside tours as well as weekend Battle and Adventure Sails. 
Guests can explore the ships at their own pace while crew 
members in period clothing answer questions and tell visitors 
more about the vessels and living onboard. 

Hawaiian Chieftain was built in Hawaii in 1988 and 
originally designed for cargo trade among the Hawaiian 
Islands. Launched in 1989, Lady Washington is a full-scale 
reproduction of the original Lady Washington, which was 
built in the 1750s and was one of the fi rst U.S.-fl agged ships to 
explore the west coast of North America. 

The Grays Harbor Historical Seaport Authority operates 
the ships. Visit historicalseaport.org to learn more.

Thank You Parade of Lights Sponsors

A special thank you and recognition to the 38th annual 
Ventura Harbor Parade of Lights & Fireworks sponsors 

who provide a festive holiday tradition for the community.
Admiral Sponsors:
• Four Points by Sheraton Resort,   
 Ventura Harbor
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 
 Ventura Harbor
Ship’s Captain Sponsor:
• Andria’s Seafood Restaurant &   
 Market
Starboard Sponsors:
• Rhumb Line Restaurant
• Ventura Harbor Marina & 
 Yacht Yard
• Ventura West Marina
Sweepstakes Sponsors:
• Boatyard Cafe
• Ventura Harbor Marine Fuel
• Ventura Harbor Boatyard
Best Animation & Best Use 
of Lights Sponsor:
• Vessel Assist – Channel Watch Marine

Stern Sponsors:
• Brophy Bros. Restaurant   
 & Clam Bar
• Dave’s Fuel Dock
• Island Packers
• Ventura Boat Rentals
• Ventura Marina Community
• Ventura Yacht Club
In Kind Sponsors:
• Aspen Helicopters, Inc.
• Cumulus Media
• Gold Coast Broadcasting
• Milano’s Italian Restaurant
• RP Barricade
• The Greek at the Harbor
• The Ventura Breeze
• VC Reporter
• Ventura County Star

(Sponsors as of 11/20/14)

islands in case seeds migrated to the islands from the boats 
and visitors. 

Landscaping isn’t the only upgrade. The Harbor and 
Harbor Village have new trash receptacles with new fi nishes 
(the old ones were recycled). All Harbor Village restrooms 
were refi t with hand dryers and auto fl ushes to save energy 
and water. And, buildings facing the parking lot received 
attractive new facades.

In addition, the Ventura Port District is helping tenants 
replace light bulbs with energy-saving LEDs as their old light 
bulbs burn out. Furthermore, any time a window needs to 
be replaced, it’s being replaced with a double-paned window 
that offers better insulation and saves energy. SoCal Edison 
provided new LED lighting for the master lessees to use in 
their buildings, and new LED rope lights are illuminating the 
gangways to make them prettier and safer at night. New light-
ing also was added to the promenade and front entry area. 
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Events Coming to Ventura Harbor
Winter 2014 & Spring 2015
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Ventura Port District
www.venturaharbor.com
Oscar Peña, General Manager

Board of Port Commissioners
Gregory Carson, Chairman (appointed: 6-23-08/expires: 6-30-16)
Jim Friedman, Vice-Chairman (appointed: 8-6-12/expires: 6-30-17)
Everard Ashworth, Secretary (appointed: 8-6-12/expires: 6-30-18)   
Robert J. Bravo, Commissioner (appointed: 5-19-03/expires: 6-30-15)
Bruce Smith, Commissioner (appointed: 6-15-13/expires: 6-30-17)

1603 Anchors Way Dr. • Ventura • CA • 93001
Phone (805) 642-8538 • Fax (805) 658-2249

Ride the Downtown-Harbor Trolley
In December, ride the Downtown-Harbor “Holly Trolley” 

– the perfect solution to care-free shopping at downtown 
stores and seaside boutiques to shop local and discover 
wonderful holiday gifts for all ages. 

Plus, Ride the Trolley with Santa on Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 20 & 21, from noon - 3 p.m., enjoying holiday 
entertainment and complimentary visits with Santa.

u NEW! Trolley hours for January, February & 
March 2015

 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sunday -Wednesday
 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Thursday - Friday 
 11 a.m. - midnight - Saturday
u Regular Trolley Hours Return in April  2015
 11 a. m. - 11 p.m. Wednesday - Sunday
u Website: www.venturatrolley.com 
The Downtown-Harbor Trolley is made possible through 

the partnership funds provided in part by the Ventura Port 
District and the Rhumb Line Restaurant.

38th Annual Ventura Harbor Holiday Parade of Lights & 
Fireworks Show

Friday and Saturday, Dec. 12-13, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 
at Ventura Harbor.

The Harbor and sailing community celebrate the sea-
son with the 38th Annual Holiday Parade of Lights & Fire-
works. This year’s theme is “Holidays Across the World.” 
Special thanks go out to Harbor sponsors who make this 
event possible each year and to the boaters who spend 
many hours decorating and delighting visitors. 
www.VenturaHarborVillage.com
Winter Wonderland & Holiday Marketplace

Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. at 
Ventura Harbor Village. 

Rediscover the joy of a festive holiday village at Ven-
tura Harbor’s Winter Wonderland & Holiday Marketplace. 
Play in the faux snow, enjoy crafts and holiday carolers, 
and watch the boat parade and fi reworks at 8 p.m. Free 
parking and admission. 
www.VenturaHarborVillage.com
Chanukah Festival

Sunday, Dec. 21, 2014, 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. at 
Ventura Harbor Village.

Enjoy live music, Judaica boutiques, hot latkes and 
more. Presented by the Chabad of Oxnard. 805-382-4770
Pacifi c Gray Whale Migration & Whale Watching

Now through mid-April at Ventura Harbor.
Hop aboard one of Island Packers’ vessels for a chance 

to see the gray whales up close and personal as they 
migrate south for the winter. Every year the Pacifi c gray 
whales migrate 6,000-10,000 miles to secluded lagoons in 
Mexico to breed and bear their young, then they journey 
back to their feeding grounds in the Bering Sea. Guests 
may also see seals, sea lions and dolphins, along with 
occasional orca whale pods. Island Packers offers half-day 
whale watching tours through mid-April. 
805-642-1393 or www.IslandPackers.com
Tall Ships Hawaiian Chieftain & Lady Washington

Sailing into Ventura Harbor on Tuesday, Jan. 13, 
2015, and departing Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015. 

Ventura Harbor welcomes Tall Ships Hawaiian Chief-
tain and Lady Washington to the docks at Ventura Harbor 
Village for daily Dockside Tours and weekend Battle and 

Adventure Sails. Ships sail in and out of the Harbor daily, 
providing photography opportunities onshore. (Please 
note: The ships are closed on Mondays. Tours are Jan. 
14 - Feb. 4.) Call 800-200-5239 to reserve your Battle or 
Adventure Sail tickets. www.HistoricalSeaport.org
Cottontail Day Festival

Saturday, March 28, 2015, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. on the 
Ventura Harbor Village Main Lawn.

Ventura Harbor Village comes alive with the sights 
and sounds of families on the Village Main Lawn. Easter 
egg hunts are held every 30 minutes for kids ages 1-7.  
The Cottontail Bunny can be spotted hopping around and 
greeting children. Other activities include face painting, a 
petting zoo, hands-on arts and crafts, pony rides and more 
(weather permitting). www.VenturaHarborVillage.com     
Harbor is Hopping - Dining by the Boats

Sunday, April 5, 2015, noon - 3 p.m. at Ventura 
Harbor Village.

Hop on over for a springtime celebration and Easter 
brunch at various Ventura Harbor restaurants. Children 
are welcome to meet and take photos with the Easter 
Bunny, ride the Village Carousel or play in the arcade. 
Come pick up a new spring hat or a kite and shop in the 
many seaside boutiques while listening to live music at the 
Village Carousel Stage. www.VenturaHarborVillage.com
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