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PORT COMMISSION AGENDA 
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JULY 8, 2015 AT 11:00 AM 

VENTURA PORT DISTRICT OFFICE 
1603 ANCHORS WAY DRIVE, VENTURA, CA 

 
 

A Closed Session of the Board will be held at 10:00AM at the  
Port District Office located at 1603 Anchors Way Drive, Ventura, CA, to discuss the 

 items on the Attachment to Agenda-Closed Session Conference with Legal Counsel.  
 

The Board will convene in Open Session at the Port District Office 
located at 1603 Anchors Way Drive for its Workshop Meeting at 11:00AM. 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA: 
 
CALL TO ORDER: By Chair, Jim Friedman.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By Chair, Jim Friedman. 
 
ROLL CALL: By the Clerk of the Board. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA (5 minutes) 
Consider and approve, by majority vote, minor revisions to agenda items and/or attachments and any 
item added to, or removed/continued from the Port Commission’s agenda. Administrative Reports 
relating to this agenda and materials related to an item on this agenda submitted after distribution of the 
agenda packet are available for public review at the Port District’s office located at 1603 Anchors Way 
Drive, Ventura, CA during business hours as well as on the District’s website - www.venturaharbor.com 
(Public Notices). Each item on the agenda shall be deemed to include action by an appropriate motion, 
resolution or ordinance to take action on any item. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes of the June 24, 2015 will be considered for approval.  
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (3 minutes)  
The Public Communications period is set aside to allow public testimony on items not on today’s 
agenda. Each person may address the Commission for up to three minutes or at the discretion of the 
Chair. 
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CLOSED SESSION REPORT (3 minutes) 
Closed Sessions are not open to the public pursuant to the Brown Act. Any reportable actions taken by 
the Commission during Closed Session will be announced at this time.  
 
WORKSHOP TOPIC: 
 
1) Ventura Harbor Shellfish Production Initiative   
Recommended Action: Information.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners receive a presentation on the importance to initiate a 
program for bringing sustainably cultivated shellfish farms to Ventura Harbor and the Ventura 
Port District’s grant application to support the Ventura Shellfish Enterprise.    
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

This agenda was posted on Thursday, July 2, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. 
 at the Port District Office and on the Internet - www.venturaharbor.com (Public Notices). 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact the Ventura Port District at (805) 642-8538.  Notification 48 hours before 

the meeting will enable the District to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility.   
(28 CFR 35.102.35.104 ADA Title II) 
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ATTACHMENT TO PORT COMMISSION AGENDA 

CLOSED SESSION CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2015 
 

 
1.  Per Government Code Section 54956.8 – Conference with Real Property Negotiators: 

     
a) Property: 
    Negotiating Parties: 
    Under Negotiation:  

Ventura Isle Marina 
Oscar Peña, Timothy Gosney 
Notice of Proposed Assignment & Option  

 
 
2.   Per Government Code Section – Potential Litigation:  
 
   a) 54956.9(d)(1) - Bashkiroff v. Ventura Port District, et al., 
  Ventura Superior Case No. 56-2013-00442997-CU-PN-VTA 
 
 b) 54956.9(d)(2) - Claim of Bonnie Beck 
  

c) 54956.9(d)(2) and (e)(2) – Threatened litigation concerning location of public dock 
on SRP project. 

 
 

3



 

 
 

JULY 8, 2015  
BOARD OF PORT COMMISSIONERS 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
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Minutes of Regular Meeting of the Ventura Port District 
Board of Port Commissioners Held June 24, 2015 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Ventura Board of Port Commissioners was called to order by 
Chairman Jim Friedman at 7:03PM at the Ventura Port District Office located 1603 Anchors 
Way Drive, Ventura, CA 93001.  
 
Commissioners Present:  
 
Jim Friedman, Chair  
Everard G. Ashworth, Vice Chair 
Gregory L. Carson 
Bruce E. Smith 
 
Commissioners Absent:  
 
None  
 
Port District Staff: 
 
Oscar Peña, General Manager 
Brian Pendleton, Business Operations Manager 
Joe Gonzalez, Facilities Manager 
Gloria Adkins, Accounting Manager 
Richard Parsons, Consultant 
Jessica Rauch, Clerk of the Board  
 
Legal Counsel:  
 
Christopher Chan 
 
AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER: By Chair, Jim Friedman at 7:03PM. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By Commissioner Carson.  
 
ROLL CALL: All Commissioners were present.  
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
 
ACTON: Commissioner Carson moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to adopt the June 24, 2015 agenda. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes of June 10, 2015 regular and special meeting were considered as follows: 
 
ACTION: Commissioner Ashworth moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2015 regular 
meeting with the following revision: 
• Page 8, second bullet, third line – change percentage to monetary.  

 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: Michael Wagner informed the Board that the current fish hoist is 
now unusable. Fisheries need the new hoist, as well as a second to replace the unusable hoist. 
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Ventura Port District Board of Port Commissioners  
June 24, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
He also reported that Andria’s and Coastal Cone have introduced the wooden nickel to Harbor 
patrons to get them to come back to the Village. Sam Sadove seconded Michael Wagner’s 
comments and agrees there needs to be a second fish hoist. Janet Lawson expressed concern 
about the Sondermann Ring Project’s 90 foot dock.  
 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT: Mr. Chan stated that the Board met in closed session; discussed 
and reviewed all items on the closed session agenda. Staff was given instructions as to how to 
proceed as appropriate and there was no action taken reportable under The Brown Act. 
 
BOARD COMMUNICATIONS: Commissioner Ashworth reported that he met with Oscar Peña, 
Richard Parsons, and Brian Pendleton Monday morning and is very glad to have Mr. Pendleton 
with us. Commissioner Carson also welcomed Mr. Pendleton and looks forward to working with 
him.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL STAFF REPORTS: None. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER REPORT: None. 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL REPORT: None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
 
A) Approval of Financial Statements and Checks for the month of April 2015 
Recommended Action: Resolution No. 3279.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners adopt Resolution No. 3279 accepting and approving the 
Financial Statements, Payroll and Regular Checks for expenses in April 2015.  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Carson moved, seconded by Commissioner Ashworth and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to adopt Resolution No. 3279 accepting and 
approving the Financial Statements, Payroll and Regular Checks for 
expenses in April 2015. 

 
B) Approval of New Office Lease Agreement for Ron Baldonado 
Recommended Action: Motion 
That the Board of Port Commissioners approves by motion a new Office lease agreement 
between the Ventura Port District dba Ventura Harbor Village and Ron Baldonado for the 
premises located at 1591 Spinnaker Drive #201 consisting of a total of 625 square feet for a two 
(2) year term. 
 
ACTION: Commissioner Ashworth moved, seconded by Commissioner Carson and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to approve a new Office lease agreement between 
the Ventura Port District dba Ventura Harbor Village and Ron Baldonado for 
the premises located at 1591 Spinnaker Drive #201 consisting of a total of 
625 square feet for a two (2) year term. 

 
C) Approval of New Lease Agreement for Milano’s Italian Restaurant 
Recommended Action: Motion 
That the Board of Port Commissioners approves by motion a new restaurant lease agreement 
between the Ventura Port District dba Ventura Harbor Village and Milano’s Ventura, Inc. dba 
Milano’s Italian Restaurant for the premises located at 1559 Spinnaker Drive #100 consisting of 
a total of 1,864 square feet and 1,035 square feet of Patio for a three (3) year term with a five 
(5) year option to extend.  
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Ventura Port District Board of Port Commissioners  
June 24, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
ACTION: Commissioner Ashworth moved, seconded by Commissioner Carson and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to approve a new restaurant lease agreement 
between the Ventura Port District dba Ventura Harbor Village and Milano’s 
Ventura, Inc. dba Milano’s Italian Restaurant for the premises located at 
1559 Spinnaker Drive #100 consisting of a total of 1,864 square feet and 
1,035 square feet of Patio for a three (3) year term with a five (5) year option 
to extend.  

 
STANDARD AGENDA:  
 
1) 2015 – 2016 Final Budget and Five Year Capital Improvement Plan (30 minutes) 
Recommended Action: Resolution No. 3280.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners adopt Resolution No. 3280 approving the 2015 – 2016 
Ventura Port District Final Budget and Five Year Capital Improvement Plan.  
 
ACTION:  Commissioner Ashworth moved, seconded by Commissioner Carson and 

carried by a vote of 3-1 (Smith no) to adopt Resolution No. 3280 approving 
the 2015 – 2016 Ventura Port District Final Budget and Five Year Capital 
Improvement Plan, conditional on the Sondermann Ring Project Ground 
Lease, a plan for execution for wages, and on the Board tracking 
performance. Commissioner Smith did not support the motion because 
there was insufficient detail on wages for total compensation, comparables 
and parody.   

 
2) Appointment of California JPIA Board Director (10 minutes) 
Recommended Action: Motion.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners approve by motion the appointment of one Port 
Commissioner as Director for the Joint Powers Insurance Authority (JPIA) Board of Directors.  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Ashworth moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to appoint Commissioner Carson as the Director for 
the Joint Powers Insurance Authority (JPIA) Board of Directors.  

 
3) Award of Low Bid for Ventura Harbor Village Reroofing Project (15 minutes) 
Recommended Action: Motion.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners approve by motion the award of the Ventura Harbor 
Village Reroofing Project to Letner Roofing Co. for Bid Item No. 7 in the amount of $563,405.00. 
 
ACTION: Commissioner Ashworth moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to award of the Ventura Harbor Village Reroofing 
Project to Letner Roofing Co. for Bid Item No. 7 in the amount of 
$563,405.00. 

 
4) Rejection of All Bids for the Accessible Parking Access Improvements (15 minutes) 
Recommended Action: Motion.  
That the Board of Port Commissioners reject all bids received for the Accessible Parking Access 
Improvements at Ventura Harbor Village.  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Carson moved, seconded by Commissioner Smith and 

carried by a vote of 4-0 to reject all bids received for the Accessible Parking 
Access Improvements at Ventura Harbor Village and to rebid the project. 
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Ventura Port District Board of Port Commissioners  
June 24, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
 
REQUEST FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: Chairman Friedman asked for a report on the fish 
hoist that is broken.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:46PM. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
             Secretary 
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JULY 8, 2015 
BOARD OF PORT COMMISSIONERS 

WORKSHOP ITEM 1 
VENTURA HARBOR SHELLFISH PRODUCTION INITIATIVE  
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VENTURA PORT DISTRICT WORKSHOP TOPIC  
BOARD COMMUNICATION   Meeting Date: July 8, 2015 
TO: Board of Port Commissioners 
FROM: Commissioner Ev Ashworth, Vice-Chair 
SUBJECT: Ventura Harbor Shellfish Production Initiative   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Board of Port Commissioners receive a presentation on the importance to initiate a 
program for bringing sustainably cultivated shellfish farms to Ventura Harbor and the Ventura 
Port District’s grant application to support the Ventura Shellfish Enterprise.    
 
SUMMARY: 
In 2007, the District collaborated in a project with the California Sea Grant Extension Program, 
University of California Cooperative Extension on a study to evaluate the current and future 
status of commercial fisheries and associated infrastructure needs and options for the Santa 
Barbara Channel (SBC) region. This included four harbors – Santa Barbara, Ventura, Channel 
Islands, and Port Hueneme. An assessment was made on the infrastructure needs for these 
harbors and an analysis of the diversity of commercial fisheries in the SBC region. While the 
detail on infrastructure is important, there was clearly a need for the Ventura Harbor to work with 
the commercial fisherman to identify new sustainable fisheries to off-load in the Ventura Harbor, 
other than California Market squid.  
 
The District supports the efforts of the Ventura Shellfish Enterprise (VSE) to develop sustainably 
cultivated shellfish farms as a potential of increasing production of domestic shellfish for 
sustainable food supply independence. Without reinforcing the viability of the commercial fishing 
industry in the Ventura Harbor, and improving the diversification of fisheries, the potential 
federal funding for dredging is potentially at risk in the future.  
 
VSE is a multi-party collaboration to initiate a program for bringing sustainably cultivated 
shellfish to market in 3-5 years. This project is unique in that it proposes offshore cultivation of 
bivalve shellfish under an umbrella of pre-permitted leases and best management 
practices.  The Ventura Port District will be the lead stakeholder, and will leverage this project to 
enhance the value and sustainability of existing commercial infrastructure based in the Ventura 
Harbor.  The project will also provide a successful permit template that can be applied to other 
areas of the California Coast to realize additional shellfish production in the state.  
 
Collaborators include UC San Diego – Scripps Institution of Oceanography (Dr. Paul Olin), the 
California Department of Fish & Wildlife (Randy Lovell, State Aquaculture Coordinator), the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Diane Windham, Aquaculture Coordinator, 
California), UC Santa Barbara Marine Science Institute/Bren School (Dr. Sarah E. Lester), The 
Culture Abalone Farm (Doug Bush, General Manager), Coastal Marine Biolabs (Drs. Linda 
Santschi and  Ralph Imondi) and the Ventura Port District.  Technical assistance will be 
provided by scientists that have permitted offshore mussel farms on the East Coast (Scott 
Lindell), and technical consultants that are assisting in pre-permitting oyster operations for the 
Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District (Dudek Consultants). 
 
Earlier this year, a grant application was submitted to NOAA through the agency’s Sea Grant 
Program.  VSE seeks $300,000 in Sea Grant funding over a two-year period for the permitting 
phase of this project. This phase has three objectives: (1) preparing a permit strategy for the 
complex web of federal, state and local permits and authorizations prerequisite to project 
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launch; (2) preparation of permit application packages for submission to the identified 
government agencies; and, (3) development of a consumer education and marketing plan for 
the product shellfish, which will also support the permitting effort. 
 
This grant will allow VSE to contract with qualified consultant(s) to develop a permitting strategy 
and prepare all necessary permit application components, baseline studies and proposed 
permitting terms and conditions, including necessary mitigation and monitoring, plus the 
consumer education program. 
 
Port District staff would like to thank Commissioner Ashworth and the VCE team for 
collaborating these efforts and in working together to create the grant application and we hope 
the grant gets approved.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
Attachment 1 – Project Description 
Attachment 2 – Letters of Support 
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